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Indiana logs its first death; 
Hogsett urges less Indy travel 


Shari Rudavsky 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A Marion County resident died at a Community 
Health Network hospital Monday morning, becom- 
ing the first person in Indiana to die from the coro- 
navirus, Gov. Eric Holcomb said at a news conference 
later in the day. 

Over age 60 with underlying health conditions, 
the deceased had no known exposure to the virus, 
suggesting that in Marion County the virus is now 
spreading through the community. The person’s sig- 
nificant other is also among the 24 people through- 
out the state of Indiana who have tested positive for 
the virus. 

And this is likely just the start, said Indiana State 
Health Commissioner Kris Box. 

“We expect to see more of this across the state of 
Indiana in the coming days and weeks,” she said. 

The two developments have spurred city and state 
officials to take additional actions such as placing 
limits on travel within Marion County, prohibiting 


See VIRUS, Page 8A 


State ‘at 


war’ with virus 


Dining in’s off the table, 
so restaurants adapt 


Liz Biro and Alexandria Burris 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


With Indiana joining neighboring states in closing 
eating and drinking establishments, Indianapolis 
restaurants are talking about financial survival. 

Gov. Eric J. Holcomb announced Monday morning 
that “bars, nightclubs and restaurants are required to 
close to in-person patrons and may provide take-out 
and delivery services through the end of March.” 

Many Indianapolis restaurant owners expected 
the order and over the weekend announced volun- 
tary closures or plans to switch from full-service to 
delivery- and takeout-only operations, with some of- 
fering curbside service. 

The governors spokeswoman said closures 
should happen “as soon as reasonably feasible.” In 
Indianapolis, Mayor Joe Hogsett announced that 
bars and nightclubs that don’t sell food should close 
by 8 a.m. Tuesday. 

Bluebeard and Milktooth in Fletcher Place were 
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Gov. Eric Holcomb said a Marion County resident 
over 60 died. MYKAL MCELDOWNEY/INDYSTAR 
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I Doyel: Irsay’s $1 million challenge to feed kids. 1B See RESTAURANTS, Page 9A 


Madam C.J. 
Walker was 
self-made 

and selfless 


Great-great-granddaughter: Life of 
ancestor helps break stereotypes 


Suzette Hackney 
Columnist 
Indianapolis Star 

USA TODAY NETWORK 


As a student at North Central High School in the late 
1960s, ALelia Bundles had a complicated relationship 
with the legacy of her great-great-grandmother, hair- 
care maven Madam C.J. Walker. Bundles wanted to 
wear her mane in a big afro, yet everywhere she turned 
people reminded her that she was a descendant of the 
woman who invented the hot comb. 

Walker did not invent the hot comb - used to 
straighten kinky hair - as Bundles would later learn, 
but she did build a hair-care empire and is considered 
the first self-made black female millionaire in Amer- 
ica. And much of that success occurred when Walker 
moved to Indianapolis in 1910. 

Walker’s story will catapult to the mainstream lex- 
icon when “Self Made: Inspired by the Life of Madam 
C.J. Walker” debuts Friday on Netflix in four 45-minute 
episodes. “Self Made” is an adaptation of the 2001 
book “On Her Own Ground: The Life and Times of 
Madam C.J. Walker,” a biography written by Bundles. 
Oscar-winning actress Octavia Spencer portrays 
Walker. 

“Madam Walker’s story is important not just to tell 
the story of Madam Walker, but because it rewrites the 
narrative of African American women,” Bundles told 
me when we recently sat down to discuss the biopic. 


bihet: 


A’Lelia Bundles talks about her great-great-grandmother, Madam C.J. Walker, at the Indiana History Center 
on Feb. 28. Walker is considered the first self-made black female millionaire in America. 


“It gives us a picture of ourselves as something other 
than the stereotypes and the fact that we have been 
erased from history.” 

Bundles, 67, beams with pride when she speaks of 
the project. She recognizes its significance. This is 
Madam’s moment, she says, to be known not only for 
her business accomplishments, but as a multidimen- 
sional, tenacious black woman who was also a philan- 
thropist, political activist and a patron of the arts. 

The journey for Bundles, from afro-yearning ambiv- 
alence in high school to the more than four decades 
she has dedicated to bringing Walker’s legacy to life, 
started in earnest in graduate school at Columbia Uni- 
versity. Bundles’ adviser, the only black woman on fac- 
ulty at the time, recognized her name A'Lelia as being 


Walker’s story will be featured in a Netflix series, 
“Self Made: Inspired by the Life of Madam C.J. 
Walker,” which debuts Friday. 
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Here’s some good news: Spring is 
coming earlier this year than it has since 
1896. 6A 


Blockbuster deal 


The Colts acquire defensive end 
DeForest Buckner from the 49ers for 
their first-round draft pick. 1B 
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